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Crab fleet warned heavier pots 
pose danger to boats’ stability 


COAST GUARD PROBE 
OF FATAL SINKING 


Weights underestimated 
in reports issued years ago 


By HAL BERNTON 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

Alaska crab boats carry stability 
reports meant to guide the safe 
loading of up to several hundred 
crab pots that may be used to 
bring in a catch from the turbulent 


Bering Sea. 

But Coast Guard spot checks 
found that most of these docu- 
ments significantly underestimate 
the weights of the steel-framed 
pots. 

The checks were spurred by a 
Coast Guard investigation into the 
Feb. 11 sinking of the Seattle- 
based Destination and the loss of 
all six of its crew. One of the ves- 
sel’s pots — retrieved from the 
Bering Sea bottom in July — was 
found to weigh more than the 


Destination’s stability report had 
assumed, according to testimony 
ina Marine Board of Investigation 
into the disaster. 

“This is not something we had 
done with any real regularity in 
the past, and the testimony we 
heard from the Destination got us 
thinking that we should take a 
look,” said Scott Wilwert, who 
coordinates the Coast Guard 17th 
District Fishing Vessel Safety Pro- 
gram. 

Coast Guard teams last month 


weighed pots on more than 40 
vessels as the crews prepared to 
depart the ports of Dutch Harbor 
and King Cove for the Oct. 15 start 
of the Bristol Bay king crab har- 
vest. 

The stability reports are devel- 
oped by naval architects and are 
based on a series of calculations 
about what boats can safely carry. 

The Coast Guard inspection 
teams found that most stability 
reports were prepared years ago 

See > CRAB POTS, A4 


Tending a living remembrance 


VETERANS DAY | At Highline SeaTac Botanical Garden, a special place of beauty recalls 
a family’s hardship, a father’s legacy and a young American killed in World War II. 
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Kiyoshi “Hal” Seike and his wife, Fuyuke “Fran” Seike, stand in their Japanese garden in SeaTac, where they still work a few hours every 
Thursday. The Seike Japanese Garden was commissioned by Hal’s father, an immigrant, partly as a tribute to his son Toll. 


By ERIK LACITIS 
Seattle Times staff reporter 


the middle of the three brothers. They were all 
Nisei, meaning U.S.-born children of Japanese 


tage 90, he’s the last remaining of the 
three Seike brothers. 

Every Thursday morning, Hal Seike and 
his wife, Fran, 87, make the 1-mile drive from 
their home to the Highline SeaTac Botanical Gar- 
den. It might seem unusual to have a botanical 
garden beneath a constant stream of jet takeoffs 
and landings, but there it is. 

At their age, they’re still relatively nimble, able 
to drive and able to spend three or so hours once a 
week pulling weeds and raking leaves. They’ve 
been married 61 years. 

Each time they visit, they walk past a large 
wooden board marking the “Seike Japanese Gar- 
den,” which occupies maybe an acre of the botani- 
cal site. 

Prominent on that board is a black-and-white 
photo of a young Army soldier. That’s Toll Seike, 


FAMILY PHOTO 
Toll Seike, the middle brother 
in the Seike family, died in 
1944 fighting in France. 


immigrants. The garden is a tribute to him. 

Toll was 21 when he was killed Oct. 29, 1944, in 
a horrific battle near Bruyères, France. 

In history books it is known as the “Rescue of 
the Lost Battalion.” While most Americans likely 
have never heard of it, a Department of Defense 
article calls it “one of the great ground battles of 
World War IL.” 

Says Hal about the garden: “We go there rain or 
shine, drenched to the bone. I’ve been out there in 
the snow. I’m really kind of sentimental about it. 
That’s my family name on it.” 

A garden has to be tended, especially a Japa- 
nese garden, an enchanting creation of specially 
placed rocks, a pond with a bridge, Japanese 
maples, sculptured black pines and a variety of 
shrubbery. 

See > GARDEN, A4 


‘America 
first’ at 
Asia-Pacific 
gathering 


TRUMP TAKES 
UNILATERAL APPROACH 


11 other countries negotiate 
TPP pact without U.S. 


By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS AND 
MARK LANDLER 
The New York Times 


DANANG, Vietnam — President 
Donald Trump on Friday vowed to 
protect U.S. interests against foreign 
exploitation, preaching a starkly 
unilateralist approach to a group of 
leaders who once pinned their eco- 
nomic hopes on a regional trade pact 
led by the United States. 

“We are not going to let the United 
States be taken advantage of any- 
more,” Trump told business leaders at 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera- 
tion forum in Danang, Vietnam. “Iam 
always going to put America first, the 
same way that I expect all of you in 
this room to put your countries first.” 

But taking the stage at the same 
meeting immediately after Trump, 
President Xi Jinping of China deliv- 
ered a sharply contrasting message, 
championing more robust engage- 
ment with the world. Xi used his own 
speech to make a spirited defense of 

See > TRUMP, A6 


Moore defiant; 
GOP sees risk 
in accusations 
by four women 


By MICHAEL SCHERER AND 
DAVID WEIGEL 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Alabama Senate 
candidate Roy Moore declined Friday 
to rule out that he may have dated 
girls in their late teens when he was in 
his 30s, though he said he did not 
remember any such encounters and 
described such behavior as inappro- 
priate. 

“If I did, Pm not going to dispute 
these things, but I don’t remember 
anything like that,” Moore said on 
Sean Hannity’s radio program, when 
asked whether he had dated 17- or 
18-year-old girls at the time. 

In the interview, Moore denied 
outright the claim of Leigh Corfman 
that he had initiated sexual encoun- 
ters when she was 14. “I don’t know 
Ms. Corfman from anybody,” he said. 
“The allegations of sexual misconduct 
with her are completely false.” 

See > MOORE, A6 


HOLLYWOOD REELS: Louis C.K.’s 
confession, and a growing list 
of accused men > A2 
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VIETIERANS\GAREERQWORKSHOP 


Seattle and Tacoma ports and U.S. Customs and Border Protection will hire nearly 50 law enforcement 
officers this spring. Veterans are urged to attend a career workshop on Wednesday, November 15 to 


learn more about salaries and preferential hiring. 


Register today: www.portseattle.org/guardians 
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